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‘4. Please insert here the vroposed catalog course de_sc;iptibn.r Be appropriately brief.

Globalization and the Environment  ES 361, PS 361

This course explores the implications for addressing global environmental problems in a world system still
dominated by nation-states in the political sphere, but increasingly influenced by borderless Transnational
Corporations (TNCs) and Regional Trade Agreements in the economic sphere. Students are introduced to
the politics behind efforts to deal with tropical deforestation, ozone depletion, global warming, loss of
‘biodiversity and the transnational transfer of hazardous wastes. They learn about important international
environmental conferences held, key accords signed to date, and the various state and non-state actors -
involved in the international environmental policy process. Particular attention is given to chicidating the
different positions of industrialized versus developing countries in international negotiations. '

Fulfills general education requirements in Contemporary Social Institutions and Global Diversity flag.
_{Miered in alternate vears. spring semester. .
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GLOBALIZATION AND THE ENVIRONMENT
ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES 361, POLITICAL SCIENCE 361

L. How does this course fit in with the Environmental Studies minor? With the International Studies

 major?

- This course expands the available offerings both in Environmental Studies and International Studies. For ES,
- it-adds an international focus on environmental policy issues and is part of a group of courses designed fo

p?dvide a social science education in Environmental Studies. For IS, it provides a concrete policy area for in-
depth study through an international lens. o

2 Who will teach the course? _ o
Professor Jahiel has newly been appointed as Assistant Professor of International and Environmental Studies
with the task of developing both of these interdisciplinary programs. :

3. Are you deleting courses to make space for this course? No.

4. Whyis this course being offered at the 300 level?
‘The course is being offered at the 300-level both for programmatic and course-specific reasons. First, the

~ cotrse provides an upper-level elective in Environmental Studies for ES ‘minors, Second, the course requires

a heavy and theoretically challenging reading load. In addition, it demands that students undertake a major

11
&

research project exploring the international politics behind a global environmental problem of their choosing,
with specific attention to the differing positions of industrialized and developing countries and the reasons
behind these differences. '

T

L % ) . .
. 5.%Are the library, computer, media or other resources adequate? ‘
 Yes. Over the past few years, Sheean Library has added significantly to its book and video collection on:

international environmental politics. Moreover, Kristen Vogel has worked with Prof. Jahiel’s students in

- Environmental Studies classes and has accumulated a wealth of knowledge about how to advise students
~ regarding appropriate computer data-bases and inter-library loan resources. : S :

6. How does the course meet the General Education criteria Jor Contemporary Social Institutions?

Criterion L. Course examines the evolution of ... contemporary social institutions ...and analyzes the
current stricture and functions of the institutions studied and their relationship with other institutions.
“Globalization and the Environment”is a study of the institutions that have evolved over the past century,--
and particularly over the past three decades--to deal with global environmental problems and of the broader
political and economic context in which these institutions function, Students are introduced to the role of
such traditional international actors as nation-states, the European Union, international development
agencies (including the United Nations and the World Bank), international environmental non-governmental
organizations (NGOs) and representatives from the business sector. They leamn about the relationship
between domestic and global governance institutions, as well as the relationship of both of these types of
governance authorities fo transnational corporations (TNCs). And they consider the implications of these
relationships for the environment. In addition, students learn about the relatively recent development of
regional trade agrecments and their refationship to domestic environmental laws and international
environmental accords. '

Criterion 2: Course engages students in discovering underlying values...embodied in the structure and
Junctioning of the institution(s)...

In “Globalization and the Environment,” Students explore the meaning of globalization; they consider its
impact in the political, economic, and cultural spheres; and they seek to understand what the spread of a
consumer society and of a global cconomy free of trade barriers means in relationship to environmental




values. In this way students are engaged in discovering the underlying values embodied in the structure and
functioning of contemporary international institutions.

Criterion 3: Students participate in assignments and activities that require them to consider...how their

~ own and/or others’ attitudes, convictions and actions are influenced, consciously or unconsciously, by
the institutions studied.

Through short-writing assignments, discussion questions, essay exams, and the final research paper,

students are urged to consider the values behind American diplomatic stands on various environmental

. policy issues and the bases for these values. In doing so, they come to reassess their own convictions on

American policy positions.

Criterion 4: Course provides opportunities for students to observe the actual functioning of the

institution(s) studied and/or to interact with leaders, volunteers, clients or other participants in the

ongoing activities of these institutions.

The course provides several means for students to observe the actual functioning of the institutions studied.

* One of the short written assignments requires students to learn about a particular international non-

governmental organization by contacting the NGO. As part of their term paper, students are further

expected to explore the web-sites of the various international agencies and actors (e.g. The United Nations,

the International Panel on Climate Change, the Global Environment Facility, the Montreal Protocol

- -Commission, Greenpeace, World Wildlife Fund, Rainforest Action Network, the Environmental Liaison

- Centre, etc.) involved in the particuiar global environmental issue they are studying. In addition, two of the

~ films students view, “The Green Peace Years™ and *“Challenges and Changes: the World Bank Today
provide footage of the functioning of these two institutions over the years. _

7. How does the course meet the General Education criteria for the Global Diversity flag?

- Criterion 1: Course compares the U.S. and another-contemporary society or societies or examines the
encounters between non-U.S, societies...

“Globalization and the Environment™ aims at developmg an understanding of the international diplomatic
encounters between the United States and other countries in the realm of global environmental politics. The
term paper assignment explicitly requires students to select at least two countries that represent an
industrialized country perspective and a developing country perspective on the particular global
environmental issue under study. This is required to force students to grapple with the differences in
political perspectives held by different countries and to develop an understanding of the underlymg 1easons

for these differences.

Criterion 2: Course uses such materials as przmary texts, films, or other appropriate materials ansmg
directly from the non-U.S. societies. ...

One of the two required texts for the course “Green Planet Blues™ is a compendium of ¢ssays and primary
documents on environmental politics, many of which are authored by international agencies or non-U.S.
spokespersons and academics. I supplement these texts with other articles written by academics, -
environmental activists, and policy makers in the developing world. In addition, students view several films
which provide them with non-US perspectives on environmental issues, including: “Can Tropical
Rainforests be Saved?,” “The Blue Revolution: Farmmg the Sea,” and “Global Dumpmg Ground

International Traffic in Hazardous Waste.”




